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Book Reviews Soi 

Races," are of peculiar value to the student who is analyzing the 
social position and influence of modern woman. The limitation 
which existing conventions and prejudices place upon woman 
and the social results of these limitations are described and 
analyzed. 

The new view-point of recognizing sex as a fundamental factor 
in social life, and the development of a scientific theory of the 
influence of sex from that standpoint, make a suggestive con- 
tribution to scientific thought along these lines. The book is 
to be commended to all those who are interested in sex problems 
and sex relations. James G. Stevens. 

The Evolution of Literature. By A. S. Mackenzie. New York: 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company. Second Printing, izmo, net ;? 1.50. 

Professor Mackenzie, of the University of Kentucky, here puts 
forth in a popular-priced edition his manual of comparative 
literature, which was issued for the first time about four years 
ago. His attempt to approach the study of literature from the 
side of anthropology, as an essentially social phenomenon, 
involves wide reading and careful anaylsis and discrimination. 
There are chapters on the primitive literatures of Africa, 
Oceania, Asia, and America, and in the songs, dances, stories, 
and drawings, the author seeks to discover the germs of various 
types of literature. In traversing so wide a field it is inevitable 
that the author should occasionally draw hasty conclusions (as, 
for example, the suggestion that the negroes borrowed their 
animal tales from Indian prisoners of war) ; but on the whole the 
book is an interesting and valuable contribution to a phase of 
literary study which hitherto has received only fragmentary 
treatment. 



Legends of Old Honolulu. By W. D. Westervelt. Boston: Press of 
George H. Ellis. 

These legends have been compiled from stories told by old 
Hawaiians; some taken down from the lips of those still living, 
and others found in the files of newspapers published in the 
language of Hawaii. Though many of these tales are limited to 



